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by waterways with almost every part of the fertile and well-
populated province of Kwangtung, and has trade relations, not only
\rith the remainder of the basin of the Sikiang, but with that of the
Yangtze. On the other hand, it is in easy communication with
Hong Kong, and large ocean-going steamers are able to ascend the
river as far as Whaznpoa, twelve miles below the city. Railways
are beginning to move outwards in different directions. One
line connects Canton with Kowloon, opposite the island of Hong
Kong; another runs to Sanishiii, at the confluence of the North
River with the Sikiang; and the railway to Hankow has
at last beeri completed and opened to traffic. Other ports
of this region include Wuchow, which is now the entrepot of
Kwangsi; Samshui, which taps the trade of the North River; and
Kongmoon, which serves the district north and west of Macao.
Nevertheless, Canton continues to prosper, largely as a result of
the efforts of its inhabitants, who are among the most energetic
and industrious people in China.
The west and north of Yunnan are difficult to reach by way of
the Sikiang, and a large proportion of the goods imported into these
districts comes from Burma through Tengyueh to Tali-fu, whence
it is distributed over the country, some of it even finding its way
northwards into Szechwan. The route from Burma is a mule
track, and the carriage of goods along it is both tedious and costly,
but it has not suffered as much as was expected by the competition
of the French railway from Haiphong in Tongking to Yunnan-fu
by way of Mengtsz, chiefly owing to the high freights charged on
the railway. Various schemes have also been suggested for con-
necting some Burmese river-port by rail with Tali-fu, and Yunnan-fu
"with Chengtu, but it is unlikely that anything will be done in either
direction in the immediate future.-
Great Britain, France, and Portugal have each a foothold in the
province of Kwangtung. To Great Britain belongs the island of
Hong Kong and the leased territory of Kowloon on the mainland.
Portugal possesses Macao, and France has for some time had control
of Kwangcfaow-wan. Hong Kong, which is a free port and has an
excellent harbour, performs the same functions as a coEecting and
distritnrfiog centre for southern China that Shanghai performs for
central and northern China, It is also engaged in sugar refining
and other industries, Macao has lost much of the importance